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Abstract. In summer 2004, Chorthippus apricarius was found on Bloke plateau. This finding confirms the 
presence of this species in Slovenia, which was previously only documented in two unpublished camp reports. 
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Izvleček. POTRDITEV PRISOTNOSTI CHORTHIPPUS APRICARIUS (LINNAEUS, 1758) (CAELIFERA, 
GOMPHOCERINAE) V SLOVENIJI - Poleti 2004 sem na Bloški planoti našel vrsto kobilice Chorthippus 
apricarius. S tem je potrjena prisotnost vrste v Sloveniji, kar je bilo do sedaj zabeleženo le v dveh neobjavljenih 
poročilih s taborov.  
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Chorthippus apricarius occurs widespread in the Palearctis. However, until recently it has 

not been recorded in Slovenia. Ingberg et al. (1997) and Hospers (1998) were the first to 

include this species in field reports, but were not aware that it had not been recorded in 

Slovenia before. In August 2002 I photographed a male Chorthippus grasshopper at Goričice 

near Cerknica, Slovenia. I suspected that this might be C. apricarius, but did not preserve any 

specimens. On the 3rd of August 2004, I found more individuals in the surroundings of Fara 

and at Metulje, Bloke plateau, Slovenia. Because I gained experience with this species at 

Zwolle, the Netherlands, I could confirm that the Slovene specimens are indeed C. apricarius. 
Several photographs and scans have been made and voucher specimens from the Bloke 

plateau are donated to the collections of the Slovene Museum of Natural History and of 

Stanislav Gomboc. 
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C. apricarius is a relatively small grasshopper with a yellowish brown colour, described as 

the colour of ripe grain (Detzel, 1998)). Main identification characters are (after Detzel 1998 

and Harz 1975): 

- The vein-pattern in the forewings which shows an enlarged medial field. In males 

this shows a regular ladder-pattern of veins while in females this pattern is net-

like. In addition both sexes have a broadened precostal field in the wings with a 

regular vein pattern. 

- An oval-shaped tympanum. 

- The characteristic song of the male sounds rather like a steam-locomotive and is 

described as »k-chi-chi-k-chi-chi-k-chi-chi«. This song can be heard at several 

meters distance. 

 

Both at Goričice and at Fara C. apricarius were found in meadows. Most numerous other 

grasshoppers at these sites are species that are widespread in Slovene meadows like C. 
parallelus, C. dorsatus and Stenobo hrus nigromaculatus.  t

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1. Male Chorthippus apricarius from Fara, Bloke plateau, Slovenia. Illustration made after a photograph taken on 

3rd August 2004 (Illustrated by Paul Veenvliet). 
Slika 1. Samec vrste Chorthippus apricarius iz Fare na Bloški planoti, Slovenija. Ilustracija je narejena na podlagi 

fotografije, posnete 3. avgusta 2004 (ilustracija Paul Veenvliet). 
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Figure 2. Left forewing of a male Chorthippus apricarius from Fara, Bloke plateau, Slovenia. The letter ‘M’ indicates the 

enlarged medial field (see text for further information). Illustration after an individual collected on 3rd August 2004. 
(Illustrated by Paul Veenvliet). 

Slika 2. Leva pokrovka (nezložljivo krilo) samca vrste Chorthippus apricarius iz Fare na Bloški planoti, Slovenija. S črko M 
je označeno srednje (medialno) polje (glej razlago v besedilu). Ilustracija je narejena po osebku, ujetem 3. avgusta 2004 

(ilustracija Paul Veenvliet). 
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