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Iolana iolas is one of the largest European lycaenids limited to the southern part of the 

continent with locally distributed populations extending from south Spain to southern Alps and 

Balkan Peninsula (Tolman & Lewington 1997). It is a monophagous species, whose 

distribution is limited by the availability of its larval foodplant Coluthea arborescens L. In the 

neighbouring regions of Slovenia, this butterfly species is known from NE Italy (Reichel 1992), 

SW Hungary (Varga Z., pers. com.) and Croatian coastal region south of Rijeka (Jakšić 1988). 

 

For Slovenia, it was mentioned for the first time in the national Red List of Butterflies and 

Moths (Macrolepidoptera) (Carnelutti 1992), but the author doubted the validity of the 

information about its presence on Mt. Nanos. The species has been afterwards intensively 

searched for on the southern slopes of Mt. Nanos in the nineties, but without any success. In 

the year 2000, a female ex larvae was received by Lasan from Italian collector Bruno Castella, 

who had collected larvae of Iolana iolas on the slopes of Mt. Nanos in 1990. In 2002, the 

species was finally confirmed by the authors independently at two separate localities. The 

currently available information on the distribution of this rare lycaenid in Slovenia is: 

 
- 2.7. 1991 ex larvae – Mt. Nanos, Yugoslavia; Castella B. 
- 1.6.2002 – on a road bend NW of Kubed, southern slopes of Mt. Krasca, altitude: 210 m, 

coordinates: x: 411970, y: 42911; Verovnik, R. 
- 13.6.2002 – E of the road to Mt. Nanos, on its southern slopes, altitude: 550 m, 

coordinates: x: 422927, y: 72443; Lasan M.  
 

An ovippositing female was observed near Kubed on a road verge where few larval 

foodplants were present. In thirty minutes two males were observed flying restlessly up and 
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down the nearby bushy slope. On Mt. Nanos only males were found flying near the bushes of 

Coluthea arborescens. As the foodplant is more widespread in the Primorje region (Jogan & 

Bačič 2001), we expect to find further localities of Iolana iolas in this part of Slovenia. At most 

sites only few bushes of the foodplant are avaliable, which is the reason why we consider 

Iolana iolas a rare and threatened species in Slovenia. As suitable habitats are few and far 

apart, even limited collecting could cause an extinction of a local population. We thus urge all 

lepidopterists not to collect adults or larvae and to document the presence of this rare species 

in Slovenia only by photographing. 
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