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Proterebia afra damlata
(Godart, 1824) (Lepidoptera,
Satyrinae) recorded for the
first time in Bosnia and
Herzegovina
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Bosnia and Herzegovina is located on the western
edge of the Balkan Peninsula. The largest amount
of the country is covered with mountains, highland
karst, forests and pastures. A substantial part of
the country is still strewn with mines that have
remained there since the last war. The research of
butterflies of Bosnia and Herzegovina has a very
long tradition, with the first list of butterflies
published more than 100 years ago (Apfelbeck
1892). Later researchers only contributed to the
number of recorded species (Rebel 1904, Sijari¢
1980, Lelo 2000, 2004, 2005-2007, 2007) resulting
in a number of 190 species (Lelo 2007). However,
the presence of some species is still doubtful and
need to be checked in the future (Lelo 2007).

In the last year, the distribution map of the
Dalmatian Ringlet, Proterebia afer dalmata
(Godart, 1824), was published (Koren et al. 2010)
and the question about its presence in the
neighbouring Bosnia and Herzegovina has arisen.
Dalmatian Ringlet flies from April to May in one
generation (Tolman & Lewington 2008). In the last
few years, substantial new data about A. afra
dalmata were published, revealing that it is not so
rare and localized in Croatia as previously expected
(Mihoci & Sasi¢ 2005, 2007, Koren et al. 2010).
After the records from KameSnica and Dinara
mountains, close to Bosnia and Herzegovina
(Koren et al. 2010), we wished to explore the
possibility of its presence in that country.

On 28 April 2011, we took a field trip from Bosnian
side of the Neretva River towards the city of Livho
and eventually to Lake BuSko. After a prolonged
search we managed to locate a favourable habitat,
and soon the first specimens of P. afra dalmata
were spotted just near the road in the small village
of Dobri¢i (Figs. 1-2). The habitat is a dry karst
rocky pasture, with low grassy vegetation scarcely
covered with single trees. In general, the habitat
was very similar to the typical habitat of the
species in Croatia. Only five specimens of A. afra
dalmata were observed, which is a small number
compared to the locations in Croatia, where this
species can even be dominant (Koren et al. 2010).
After finding this population, we continued
searching the area around Lake BuSko, but were
unable to find additional suitable habitat or
additional specimens of A. afra damiata. As it
seems that there is no continuous karst habitat
between Dobrici village and the nearest locations
in Croatia (e.g. Dinara and KameS$nica), it is
possible that the newly discovered population is
isolated.

Still, we can probably assume that it will be also
recorded on other locations in Bosnia, especially in
the mountains near the border with Croatia,
especially on Mt Kamesnica and Mt Dinara. We
would like to encourage the Bosnian entomologists
to continue searching for additional populations of
P. afra dalmata in Bosnia and Herzegovina in order
to gain better knowledge about the distribution
and status of this species in their country. This is
the 191st species recorded in Boshia and
Herzegovina.
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Figures 1 and 2. Distribution of A. afra dalmata in Croatia with location of the newly discovered site in Bosnia and

Herzegovina.

Sliki 1 in 2. Razsirjenost vrste P. afra dalmata na Hrvaskem z lokacijo novega odkritega najdis¢a v Bosni in Hercegovini.
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